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Open Letter from the Jewish Community to President Biden on the Uyghur Genocide
 
We are a group of Jewish community leaders, rabbis, organizations, and synagogues who have come 
together to condemn China’s policies toward Uyghurs and to call on your administration to prioritize 
human rights in U.S. policy toward China. 

As a community that acutely remembers times when we were persecuted and unable to teach our tradi-
tions to our children, and as we painfully recall the genocide that we suffered under Nazi rule, we know 
that we can and must speak out against this persecution and in support of the Uyghur community. 

The horror stories we are hearing of Uyghurs taken in the night, separated from their families, and put 
on trains to forced labor camps are all too familiar to the Jewish community. As part of its crackdown on 
Uyghurs, a primarily Muslim ethnic minority from the Xinjiang region, China is sterilizing women and 
carrying out forced abortions, torturing Uyghurs under the guise of “re-education” and “poverty allevi-
ation,” and preventing Uyghur parents from passing on their customs and traditions. These targeted 
actions are meant to eliminate the Uyghur people as an ethnic and religious group. 

The Chinese government has razed mosques and religious schools. It has destroyed parts of homes that 
Uyghurs dedicate to prayer: platforms called supa and niches called mehrab that indicate the direction 
of prayer. Like some Jews, many Muslims do not cut their beards. But China has criminalized long beards. 
The government forcibly separated more than 500,000 children from their parents in order to “break the 
impact of the religious atmosphere on children at home.” It has forced Uyghurs to consume pork, desig-
nated it as an “ethnic unity food,” and compelled inmates in internment camps to eat it, all in violation of 
Islamic dietary laws. These policies have a single purpose, a purpose that one Chinese official described 
as “break their lineage, break their roots, break their connections, and break their origins.” 

The U.S. government has taken critical first steps by determining that the persecution of Uyghurs is a 
genocide and implementing sanctions on some perpetrators and facilitators of these abuses. But such a 
serious designation requires the U.S. to do more, both unilaterally and with our allies. We therefore urge 
you and your administration to take the concrete steps recommended by a coalition of leading human 
rights organizations (such as countering Chinese government propaganda and strengthening sanctions) 
and to increase the number of Uyghurs admitted to the U.S. as refugees.  

Some governments, companies, and organizations believe working with China requires leaving their val-
ues at the door. Some believe that private advocacy with the Chinese government is more effective than 
public condemnation and accountability. We disagree – both are necessary. Our country’s interactions 
with China must embody international norms of freedom and democracy, not underwrite repression.
As Jews we know what happens when people remain silent amid such atrocities. And let us be clear: the 
Chinese government is also targeting other ethnic and religious minorities, including Jews, Christians, 
Tibetans, and Mongols. Nothing parallels the persecution of Uyghurs – yet. We must speak out, and we 
must act now.

https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/Chinas-Breaches-of-the-GC3.pdf
https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/Chinas-Breaches-of-the-GC3.pdf
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/pork-11222019161208.html
https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/Chinas-Breaches-of-the-GC3.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/article/joint-letter-human-rights-approach-us-china-policy
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Organizations 
Academy for Jewish Religion (New York, NY) 
American Jewish Committee 
The Board of Rabbis of Greater Rhode Island 
Greater Miami Jewish Community Relations Council 
Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio 
Indianapolis Jewish Community Relations Council 
Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Cincinnati 
Jewish Community Relations Council/American Jewish Committee of Detroit 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater New Orleans 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington 
Jewish Community Relations Council of San Antonio 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Southern New Jersey Jewish Federation 
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County 
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 
Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans 
Jewish Movement for Uyghur Freedom 
Jewish World Watch 
Lighthouse Kosher 
Mitzvah Matzos 
Rabbinical Assembly 
Society for Humanistic Judaism 
T’ruah 
Uri L'Tzedek: Orthodox Social Justice 
Women of Reform Judaism 
The Workers Circle 
 
Synagogues/Congregations 
Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
Agudas Achim Congregation (Alexandria, VA) 
Beth Adam (Delray Beach, FL) 
Beth Tikvah (Richmond, British Columbia, Canada) 
Bethesda Jewish Congregation (Bethesda, MD) 
Chevrei Tzedek Congregation (Baltimore, MD) 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (New York, NY) 
Congregation Beth Sholom (Providence, RI) 
Congregation Kol Shofar (Tiburon, CA) 
Havurat Shalom (Andover, MD) 
Hebrew Congregation of Somers (Shenorock, NY) 
Hill Havurah (Washington, DC) 
Kol Hadash of Northern California (Berkeley, CA) 
Machar: The Washington Congregation for Secular Humanistic Judaism (Washington, DC) 
Shaare Tefila Congregation (Olney, MD) 
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue (Washington, DC) 
Temple Emanuel (Cherry Hill, NJ) 
Temple Micah (Washington, DC) 
Temple Shalom (Chevy Chase, MD) 
Tifereth Israel Congregation (New Bedford, MA) 
Tikkun Olam Chavurah (Philadelphia, PA) 
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Rabbis* 
Rabbi Rachel Ackerman, Temple Shalom (Chevy Chase, MD) 
Rabbi David Adelson, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Aaron Alexander, Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Penina Alexander, B'nai Israel Congregation (Rockville, MD) 
Rabbi Julia Andelman, Director of Community Engagement, The Jewish Theological Seminary (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Melanie Aron, Rabbi Emerita, Congregation Shir Hadash (Los Gatos, CA) 
Rabbi Dr. Bradley Shavit Artson, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, American Jewish University (Los Angeles, CA) 
Rabbi Guy Austrian, Fort Tryon Jewish Center (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Joshua Beraha, Temple Micah (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Rena Blumenthal 
Rabbi Sam Blustin, Ahavath Achim Synagogue (Atlanta, GA) 
Rabbi Carol Caine, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
Rabbi Howard A Cohen, Congregation Shirat Hayam (Marshfield, MA) 
Rabbi Kenneth L Cohen, Beth Israel Congregation (Lexington Park, MD) 
Rabbi Meryl Crean, RRA/Mishkan Shalom Congregation (Philadelphia, PA) 
Rabbi Noah Diamondstein, Assistant Rabbi, Temple Sinai (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Barry Dolinger, Congregation Beth Sholom (Providence, RI) 
Rabbi Aderet Drucker, The Den Collective (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Steven Edelman-Blank 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman, Member, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
Rabbi Dr. Zev Farber, TheTorah.com 
Rabbi Nora Feinstein, Sixth & I (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman, Women of Reform Judaism 
Rabbi Brian Field, Judaism Your Way (Denver, CO) 
Rabbi Jeremy Fineberg, Temple Emanu-El (Closter, NJ) 
Rabba Rachel Kohl Finegold 
Rabbi Reuven Firestone, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (Los Angeles, CA) 
Rabbi Avidan Freedman, YANSHUF 
Rav Natan Freller, Congregation Etz Hayim (Arlington, VA) 
Rabbi Gordon Fuller, Myfamilyrabbi.com 
Rabbi Jordan T. Gerson, Silk Foundation Campus Rabbi, Hillel at Washington University in St. Louis (St. Louis, MO) 
Rabbanit Nechama Goldman Barash, Pardes Institute (Jerusalem, Israel) 
Rabbi Mel Gottlieb, President, Academy for Jewish Religion California (Los Angeles, CA) 
Rabbi Arthur Green, Rabbi Rector, Hebrew College (Newton, MA) 
Rabbi Laurie Green, Kehila Chadasha (Bethesda, MD) 
Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, JJ Greenberg Institute for the Advancement of Jewish Life 
Rabbi Ben Greenfield, Greenpoint Shul (Brooklyn, NY) 
Rabbi Patti Haskell 
Rabbi Shai Held, President and Dean, Hadar (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Corey Helfand 
Rabbi Tyson Herberger 
Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt, Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Linda Holtzman, Tikkun Olam Chavurah (Philadelphia, PA) 
Rabbi Dr. Elie Holzer, Bar Ilan University (Jerusalem, Israel) 
Rabbi Alan Iser, Professor, St. Joseph’s University (Philadelphia, PA) 
Rabbi David Kalb, Jewish Learning Center of New York (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Rory Katz, Chevrei Tzedek Congregation (Baltimore, MD) 
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, CEO, Hadar (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Jonathan Kligler, Woodstock Jewish Congregation (Woodstock, NY) 
Rabbi Gabriel Kretzmer-Seed 
Rabbi Sarah Krinsky, Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
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Rabbi Karen Landy, Havurat Shalom (Andover, MA) 
Rabbi Gilah Langner, Kol Ami: Northern Virginia Reconstructionist Congregation (Arlington, VA) 
Rabbi Shoshana Leis, Hebrew Congregation of Somers (Shenorock, NY) 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Executive Director, Jewish Community Relations Council/AJC of Detroit 
Rabbi Jose Rolando Matalon, Senior Rabbi, Congregation B’nai Jeshurun (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Randall Mark, Congregation Shomrei Torah (Wayne, NJ) 
Rabbi Richard Marker, Board of World Religious Leaders 
Rabbi Avis Miller, Rabbi Emerita,  Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Yehudah Mirsky, Brandeis University (Waltham, MA) 
Rabbi Katie Mizrahi, Or Shalom Jewish Community (San Francisco, CA) 
Rabbi Jack Moline 
Rabbi Dina Najman, The Kehilah of Riverdale (Bronx, NY) 
Rabbi Mark Novak, Minyan Oneg Shabbat (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Vanessa Ochs, Professor, University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA) 
Rabbi David Osachy 
Rabbi Jordan M Parr, Temple Beth El (Odessa, TX) 
Rabbi Lee Paskind, Rabbinical Assembly Social Justice Commission 
Rabbi Jonah Pesner, Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
Rabbi Aaron Potek, Sixth & I Historic Synagogue (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Devora Renert, Torat Chayim (Jerusalem, Israel) 
Rabbi David Rosen, Religions for Peace 
Rabbi Elisheva Salamo, Congregation Bet David 
Rabbi Marna Sapsowitz 
Rabbi Janine C. Schloss, Shir Hadash Reconstructionist Community (St. Louis, MO) 
Rabbi Elchanan 'Sunny' Schnitzer, Bethesda Jewish Congregation (Bethesda, MD) 
Rabbi Hyim Shafner (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Dr. Sanford H. Shudnow, U.S. Navy (retired) 
Rabbi Jacob Siegel, JLens (Eugene, OR) 
Rabbi Ross Singer 
Rabbi Jacob Singer-Beilin, Bet Mishpachah (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Amy Small, Ohavi Zedek Synagogue (Burlington, VT) 
Rabbanit Aliza Sperling, Yeshivat Maharat (Bronx, NY) 
Rabbi Hannah Spiro, Hill Havurah (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Avi Spodek, Torat Chayim (Baltimore, MD) 
Rabbi Adam Stein, Congregation Beth Israel (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada) 
Rabbi Mikey Stein, Abraham Joshua Heschel School (New York, NY) 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar, Congregation B'nai Jacob (Phoenixville, PA) 
Rabbi Alana Suskin, The Pomegranate Initiative 
Rabba Dr. Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz 
Rabbi Susan Tendler, Beth Tikvah 
Rabbi Lauren Tuchman 
Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Senior Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Israel Center (White Plains, NY) 
Rabbi Dr. Chaim Meyer Tureff 
Rabbi Devin Maimon Villarreal, Sha'ar Tsafon (Pocatello, ID) 
Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, Executive Director, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
Rabbi Dvora Weisberg, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (Los Angeles, CA) 
Rabbi Michal Woll, Congregation Shir Hadash (Milwaukee, WI) 
Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz, Uri L'Tzedek: Orthodox Social Justice 
Rabbi Elianna Yolkut, Adas Israel Congregation (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Alan J. Yuter, Torat Reva Jerusalem 
Rabbi Ilana Zietman, GatherDC (Washington, DC) 
Rabbi Michael Zimmerman 
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Community Members and Leaders* 
Francine Joy Allen 
Jeremy D Ben-Ami, President, J Street 
Susan Bender, MD 
Aaron Bloch, Director, Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater New Orleans 
Ms. Lori Boren 
Dr. Catherine Bergmann, Machar: The Washington Congregation for Secular Humanistic Judaism (Washington, DC) 
Marlene Celia Cohen, Retired Professor, Prince George's Community College (Largo, MD) 
Sandra Cohen, President, Beth Adam, Delray Beach Florida, Society of Humanistic Judaism  
Jackie Congedo, Director, Jewish Community Relations Council of Cincinnati 
Paula R Creed, Member, Birmingham Temple Congregation for Secular Humanistic Judaism (Detroit, MI) 
Miss Elaine Dancis, Machar (Washington, DC) 
Howard Dubowitz, Chair, Machar Social Action Committee, Machar (Washington, DC) 
Irina Doliov, Board Member and Treasurer, Secular Jewish Circle of Puget Sound (Seattle, WA) 
Michal Freedman, Member, Machar (Washington, DC) 
Bennett Freeman, Former U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, 
Steering Committee, Coalition to End Uyghur Forced Labor 
Joel Gereboff, Associate Professor, Arizona State University (Tempe, AZ) 
Ricki Gerger, Past President, Adas Israel Congregation  
Rachel Gildiner, CEO, GatherDC 
Deborah Godden, Madrickha, Machar 
Amit Golding, Co-Chair Strategic Planning Committee, Chevrei Tzedek Congregation (Baltimore, MD) 
Sally A Grobani, Member, Chevrei Tzedek Congregation (Baltimore, MD) 
David A. Guberman, Past (first) president, Americans for Peace Now and Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action 
Emma L. Hawthorn, Chevri Tzedek 
Joshua Holo, Dean, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (Los Angeles, CA) 
Mrs. Robin Sue Landsburg, Jewish Community Relations Council 
Arthur Lavin, MD 
Larry M Lawrence, Past President, Machar 
Mr. Kenneth Lederman, Machar 
Jacqueline Ulin Levey, President and CEO, Hillel at Washington University in St. Louis 
Dr. William Liss-Levinson, Chair, Board of Trustees, Academy for Jewish Religion (New York, NY) 
Ms. Miriam Mestel Mamane, Kollel Torah MiTzion Montreal (Montreal, Canada) 
Marc Mauer, Congregant, Machar 
Mr. Henry Maurer, Jewish Community Relations Council of Southern New Jersey 
Sheila G. McCoy, President of the Board, The Sholem Community 
Lynne Middleberg-Warszawski, Jewish Community Relations Council of Southern New Jersey 
Alan Moldoff, Vice President of Board, Jewish Community Relations Council of Southern New Jersey Jewish 
Federation 
Pamela Nadell, Professor, American University (Washington, DC) 
Jessica Partridge, Social Justice Fellow, Hillel at Washington University in St. Louis 
Fran Paver, Congregant and Co-Chair, Tikkun Olam Committee, Temple Shalom 
Mr. Hank Prenaky, Machar, Secular Humanist Jews 
Gil Preuss, CEO, Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
Micaela Procopio, Digital Education Manager, U.S. Army Women's Museum 
Dr. Justin Rapoport Rudelson, Board Member, Uyghur Human Rights Project 
Tami Reiss, CEO, Product Leader Coach 
Symi Rom-Rymer, Congregant, Adas Israel Congregation 
Alan Ronkin, Washington DC Director, American Jewish Committee 
Shawn Rubin, PsyD, Clinical Psychologist, George Washington University (Washington DC) 
E. Randol Schoenberg, Past President, Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust 
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Dr. Roslynn Seidenstein, Machar 
Chaim Seidler-Feller, Director Emeritus, UCLA Hillel 
Ms. Liz Simon-Higgs, Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
Mr. David B Stanton, Adat Chavarim (Los Angeles, CA) 
Dr. Lauren B. Strauss, Jewish Studies Program Director of Undergraduate Studies, American University 
(Washington, DC) 
Hadar Susskind, President and CEO, Americans for Peace Now 
Joel Taubman, President, The George Washington Law School Uyghur Human Rights Initiative 
Renee Weitzner, Teacher/Tutor/Member, Machar 
Mrs. Devera E Witkin, Machar 
 
*Institutional affiliation listed for identification purposes only 
 




